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What do you stand for, when you're one of the last left standing?
 
The year is 2072. Soon a volcanic eruption will trigger catastrophic devastation,
and the only way out is up. 

While the world's leaders, scientists, and engineers oversee the frantic production
of a space fleet meant to save humankind, their children are brought in for a
weekend of touring the Lazarus|a high-tech prototype spaceship. But when the
apocalypse arrives months ahead of schedule, First Daughter Leigh Chen and a
handful of teens from the tour are the only ones to escape the planet. This is the
new world: a starship loaded with a catalog of human artifacts|a frozen menagerie
of animal DNA, and fifty-three terrified survivors. From the panic arises a coalition
of leaders, spearheaded by the pilot's enigmatic daughter, Eli, who takes the wheel
in their hunt for a habitable planet. But as isolation presses in, their uneasy peace
begins to fracture. The struggle for control will mean the difference between
survival and oblivion, and Leigh must decide whether to stand on the side of the
mission or of her own humanity. With aching poignancy and tense, heart-in-your-
mouth action, this enthralling saga will stay with listeners long after the final word.

 

Alone Out Here
By Riley Redgate



Two teens - one black, one white - grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act
that leaves their school, their community, and ultimately the country bitterly divided by
racial tension.

A bag of chips. That's all 16-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he
finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter,
mistakes Rashad's pleadings that he's stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad's
resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad's every flinch at every
punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But
how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement?

But there were witnesses: Quinn Collins - a varsity basketball player and Rashad's
classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan - and a
video camera. Soon the beating is all over the news, and Paul is getting threatened with
accusations of prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has
basically been his savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent
again. And again. And the basketball team - half of whom are Rashad's best friends - start
to take sides. As does the school. And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as
Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences they had never considered
before.
Written in tandem by two award-winning authors, this tour de force shares the alternating
perspectives of Rashad and Quinn as the complications from that single violent moment, the
type taken from the headlines, unfold and reverberate to highlight an unwelcome truth.

All Amerian Boys
By Jason Reynolds



When Andrew stumbles upon Jamie’s house, he’s injured, starved, and has
nothing left to lose. A deadly pathogen has killed off most of the world’s
population, including everyone both boys have ever loved. And if this new world
has taught them anything, it’s to be scared of what other desperate people will
do . . . so why does it seem so easy for them to trust each other?

After danger breaches their shelter, they flee south in search of civilization. But
something isn’t adding up about Andrew’s story, and it could cost them
everything. And Jamie has a secret, too. He’s starting to feel something more
than friendship for Andrew, adding another layer of fear and confusion to an
already tumultuous journey.

The road ahead of them is long, and to survive, they’ll have to shed their
secrets, face the consequences of their actions, and find the courage to fight for
the future they desire, together. Only one thing feels certain: all that’s left in
their world is the undeniable pull they have toward each other.

 

All That's Left in the World
By Erik J. Brown



Tiny creatures lurk in the warm soil of the American South, waiting to
attack a human victim. Once they invade through bare skin, the
parasites travel deep into the gut of the unsuspecting host, where they
suck blood like a vampire.

Hookworm takes center stage in YALSA-winner Gail Jarrow’s third
book of the Medical Fiascoes series. In this exciting medical mystery,
she reveals how a parasite slowly drained the energy and life from
millions of southerners. Can early twentieth-century scientists and
doctors uncover its secrets, fight back, and cure the victims?

Prepare to meet the American Murderer …

 

American Murderer:  
The Parasite that Haunted the South

By Gail Jarrow



Verónica, a Peruvian American teen with hip dysplasia, auditions to become a
mermaid at a Central Florida theme park in the summer before her senior year,
all while figuring out her first real boyfriend and how to feel safe in her own
body, in this gorgeously written and authentic novel.

Verónica has had many surgeries to manage her disability. The best form of
rehabilitation is swimming, so she spends hours in the pool, but not just to
strengthen her body. Her Florida town is home to Mermaid Cove, a kitschy
underwater attraction where professional mermaids perform in giant tanks...and
Verónica wants to audition. But her conservative Peruvian parents would never
go for it. And they definitely would never let her be with Alex, her cute new
neighbor. She decides it’s time to seize control of her life, but her plans come
crashing down when she learns her parents have been hiding the truth from her
—the truth about her own body. 

 

Breathe and Count Back from Tens
By Natalia Sylvester



Ray, a young seer struggling with her powers, discovers first love and friendship in
her town's magic bakery.

In a very special town, there’s an even more unusual bakery with a selection of
baked treats hand-crafted to help your dreams come true. For Ray, a quiet young
woman with special powers of her own, the order is always the same: a hot tea with
a delicious side of romance.

When Ray meets Laurie, the kind barista who aspires to be a professional musician,
she gets a real taste of love for the first time. But even with a spark of magic,
romance isn’t so simple. Both Ray and Laurie are chasing their own dreams and
even when Ray starts to see the future, she can’t predict her fate with Laurie.

 

Crumbs
By Danie Stirling



Eleven-year-old Kofi Offin dreams of water. Its mysterious, immersive quality. The rich, earthy
scent of the current. The clearness, its urgent whisper that beckons with promises and secrets….

Kofi has heard the call on the banks of Upper Kwanta, in the village where he lives. He loves these
things above all else: his family, the fireside tales of his father’s father, a girl named Ama, and, of
course, swimming. Some say he moves like a minnow, not just an ordinary boy so he’s hoping to
finally prove himself in front of Ama and his friends in a swimming contest against his older,
stronger cousin.

But before this can take place, a festival comes to the villages of Upper and Lower Kwanta and
Kofi’s brother is chosen to represent Upper Kwanta in the wrestling contest. Encircled by cheering
spectators and sounding drums, the two wrestlers from different villages kneel, ready to fight. 
You are only fine, until you are not.

The match is over before it has barely begun, when the unthinkable—a sudden death—occurs….

The river does not care how grown you are.  

As his world turns upside down, Kofi soon ends up in a fight for his life. What happens next will
send him on a harrowing journey across land and sea, and away from everything he loves.

The Door of No Return
By Kwame Alexander



Red Kenny is on a road trip for spring break with five friends: Her best friend—the older
brother—his perfect girlfriend—a secret crush—a classmate—and a killer.

When their RV breaks down in the middle of nowhere with no cell service, they soon realize
this is no accident. They have been trapped by someone out there in the dark, someone who
clearly wants one of them dead.

With eight hours until dawn, the six friends must escape, or figure out which of them is the
target. But is there a liar among them? Buried secrets will be forced to light and tensions
inside the RV will reach deadly levels. Not all of them will survive the night. . . .

 

Five Survive
By Holly Jackson



Hannah’s whole life has been spent in motion. Her mother has kept her and her brother, Gabe,
on the road for as long as she can remember, leaving a trail of rental homes and faded
relationships behind them. No roots, no family but one another, and no explanations.

All that changes on Hannah’s seventeenth birthday when she wakes up transformed, a pair of
golden eyes with knife-slit pupils blinking back at her from the mirror—the first of many such
impossible mutations. Promising that she knows someone who can help, her mother leaves
Hannah and Gabe behind to find a cure. But as the days turn to weeks and their mother
doesn’t return, they realize it’s up to them to find the truth.

What they discover is a family they never knew and a history more tragic and fantastical than
Hannah could have dreamed—one that stretches back to her grandmother’s childhood in
Prague under the Nazi occupation, and beyond, into the realm of Jewish mysticism and legend.
As the past comes crashing into the present, Hannah must hurry to unearth their family’s
secrets in order to break the curse and save the people she loves most, as well as herself.

 

From Dust, A Flame
By Rebecca Podos



Lolo Wright always thought she was just a regular fourteen-year-old dealing with
regular family drama: her brother, James, is struggling with his studies; her dad’s
business constantly teeters on the edge of trouble; and her mother . . . she left long
ago. But then Lolo’s world explodes when a cop pulls a gun on James in a dangerous
case of mistaken identities. Staring down the barrel, with no one else to help, Lolo
discovers powers she never knew she had. Using only her mind, she literally throws
the cop out of the way.

Problem is that secrets like Lolo’s don’t stay a secret for long. Skin, a dangerous
dealer with designs on taking over the neighborhood, hears of Lolo’s telekinetic
abilities and decides that he needs her in his crew. Skin might not have Lolo’s powers,
but he’s got nothing to lose and is willing to do whatever it takes to get what he
wants. And what he wants is Lolo.

Lolo’s not willing to let Skin use her to hurt the people—and neighborhood—that she
loves. But it’s going to take a whole different kind of bravery to stand-up for what’s
right, especially after Lolo’s mom returns suddenly and turns Lolo’s whole world
upside-down. For too long, it’s true, Lolo’s had her head in the clouds, but this time,
it’s on her . . . and she’s not backing down.

Girl on Fire
By Alicia Keys



Bradley Graeme is pretty much perfect. He’s a star football player, manages his OCD
well (enough), and comes out on top in all his classes...except the ones he shares with
his ex-best friend, Celine.

Celine Bangura is conspiracy-theory-obsessed. Social media followers eat up her takes
on everything from UFOs to holiday overconsumption—yet, she’s still not cool enough
for the popular kids’ table. Which is why Brad abandoned her for the in-crowd years
ago. (At least, that’s how Celine sees it.)

These days, there’s nothing between them other than petty insults and academic
rivalry. So when Celine signs up for a survival course in the woods, she’s surprised to
find Brad right beside her.

Forced to work as a team for the chance to win a grand prize, these two teens must
trudge through not just mud and dirt but their messy past. And as this adventure
brings them closer together, they begin to remember the good bits of their history. But
has too much time passed...or just enough to spark a whole new kind of relationship?

Highly Suspicious and Unfairly Cute
By Talia Hibbert



Keanon Lowe was working as an offensive analyst for the San Francisco 49ers when his childhood
friend and former high school teammate suddenly died from an opioid overdose. Keanon dropped
everything–including the plum NFL job he had been working towards since childhood–leading him to a
position as football coach at a struggling high school back in his hometown. At the time, Parkrose High
School was in the middle of a 23-game losing streak–they were the ultimate underdogs.

In many ways, the road to Parkrose was paved by Keanon's life-defining experiences–from a childhood
spent dodging racist bullies and finding the support and mentorship he craved on the football team, to
an NFL season where he worked closely with Colin Kaepernick as he evolved his sideline protest.
Keanon was drawn to the young men on the Parkrose team, and to the school itself. After two years,
he pushed them to become conference champions, mentoring countless players along the way.

But still, there was that nagging sense that his calling wasn't meant to stop there. He was at that
school for a reason. In May 2019, he got his answer when a 19-year-old student entered a Parkrose
classroom with a trench coat and shotgun. Keanon disarmed him and pulled the boy into a hug, telling
him he cared. In the boy, Keanon saw himself, and the young men he grew up with or mentored along
the way–and weren't so many of them just looking for acceptance, for comfort, for love?

With the heart of favorite football classics–The Blindside, Friday Night Lights, Remember the Titans–
Keanon’s journey at Parkrose is the true account of a life spent striving forward, even when faced with
the unimaginable. Hometown Victory is a story about gratitude, service, and most of all, hope.

Hometown Victory:  
A Coach's Story of Football, Fate, and Coming Home

By Keanon Lowe



The black market is Liza’s lifeline, where she barters family heirlooms and steals
whatever she can get her hands on just for enough food to survive. Morality, after
all, has become a fluid thing since the Nazi siege has cut off her city from the rest
of the world. Hope for a quick liberation is obliterated as the Soviet government
focuses on sustaining the Red Army and not the city, subjecting its people to
unimaginable cruelties at the hands of the secret police.

When Liza’s best friend Aka proposes that they go to the same bullying officials,
rumored to give young women food in exchange for “entertainment,” Liza thinks
there surely must be some other way. Then Aka disappears and Liza resolves to
rescue her no matter the cost, entangling herself in an increasingly dangerous web
with two former classmates, one a policeman, the other forced to live
underground.

The Hunger Between Us is an absorbing novel about being trapped with
impossible choices and the bonds of love that are tested along dangerous paths.

The Hunger Between Us
By Marina Scott



Four years ago, Brynn left Saint Ambrose School following the shocking murder of
her favorite teacher—a story that made headlines after the teacher’s body was found
by three Saint Ambrose students in the woods behind their school. The case was
never solved. Now that Brynn is moving home and starting her dream internship at a
true-crime show, she’s determined to find out what really happened.

The kids who found Mr. Larkin are her way in, and her ex-best friend, Tripp Talbot,
was one of them. Without his account of events, the other two kids might have gone
down for Mr. Larkin’s murder—but instead, thanks to Tripp, they're now at the top of
the Saint Ambrose social pyramid. Tripp's friends have never forgotten what Tripp
did for them that day, and neither has he. Just like he hasn’t forgotten that everything
he told the police was a lie.
Digging into the past is bound to shake up the present, and when Brynn begins to
investigate what happened in the woods that day, she uncovers secrets that might
change everything—about Saint Ambrose, about Mr. Larkin, and about her ex-best
friend, Tripp Talbot.

Four years ago someone got away with murder. More terrifying is that they might be
closer than anyone thinks.

Nothing More to Tell
By Karen M. McManus



Finn lives in a family of theater lovers. His older brothers are both actors, and one of
his moms is an actor and the other one is a director. They even live in an enormous
historic mansion owned by the Beauregard, Minnesota’s largest regional theater. Finn
is desperate to be an actor, too, despite the fact that he can never seem to remember
his lines.

When a new artistic director threatens to sell the Jorgensen house and kick his family
out of the only home he’s ever known, his family puts on a show—an immersive
1890s experience unlike anything else out there. But will it be too much for his mom
Lula, who is recovering from cancer? Will Finn connect with his crush and deal with
his long-time rival, Jade? Will saving the house save Finn’s acting career? Funny,
warm, and full of Victorian hijinks, this is a novel for anyone looking for a place to
belong.

The Roof Over Our Heads
By Nicole Kronzer



Shouta Kikuzato’s hopes of starting on his school’s prestigious soccer team are
derailed when a terrible incident costs him his leg. Now in his first year of high
school (again), Kikuzato has resigned himself to never reaching his athletic
dreams. But when Chidori, a passing prosthetist, notices Kikuzato’s artificial
limb— and speed—as he races through the train station, the specialist
proposes a partnership: Chidori will build Kikuzato a brand-new leg designed
solely for speed. All Kikuzato has to do is run!

 

Run On Your New Legs vol. 1
By  Wataru Midori



In the realm of Awara, where gods, monsters, and humans exist side by side,
Miuko is an ordinary girl resigned to a safe, if uneventful, existence as an
innkeeper’s daughter.

But when Miuko is cursed and begins to transform into a demon with a deadly
touch, she embarks on a quest to reverse the curse and return to her normal life.
Aided by a thieving magpie spirit and continuously thwarted by a demon prince,
Miuko must outfox tricksters, escape demon hunters, and negotiate with feral gods
if she wants to make it home again.

With her transformation comes power and freedom she never even dreamed of,
and she’ll have to decide if saving her soul is worth trying to cram herself back
into an ordinary life that no longer fits her… and perhaps never did.

A Thousand Steps into Night
By  Traci Chee



When Darius told Angel he loved her, she believed him. But five weeks after
the incident, Angel finds herself in Brooklyn, far from her family, from him,
and from the California life she has known.

Angel feels out of sync with her new neighborhood. At school, she can’t shake
the feeling everyone knows what happened - and that it was her fault. The
only place that makes sense is Ms. G’s class. There, Angel’s classmates share
their own stories of pain, joy, and fortitude. And as Angel becomes immersed
in her revolutionary literature course, the words from Black writers like Toni
Morrison, James Baldwin, and Zora NEale Hurston speak to her and begin to
heal the wounds of her past.

This stunning novel weaves together prose, poems, and vignettes to tell the
story of Angel, a young woman whose past was shaped by domestic violence
but whose love of language and music and the gift of community grant her the
chance to find herself again.

A Thousand Steps into Night
By  Traci Chee



Perry Firekeeper-Birch was ready for her Summer of Slack but instead, after a fender
bender that was entirely not her fault, she’s stuck working to pay back her Auntie Daunis
for repairs to the Jeep.

Thankfully she has the other outcasts of the summer program, Team Misfit Toys, and
even her twin sister Pauline. Together they ace obstacle courses, plan vigils for missing
women in the community, and make sure summer doesn’t feel so lost after all.

But when she attends a meeting at a local university, Perry learns about the “Warrior
Girl”, an ancestor whose bones and knife are stored in the museum archives, and
everything changes. Perry has to return Warrior Girl to her tribe. Determined to help, she
learns all she can about NAGPRA, the federal law that allows tribes to request the return
of ancestral remains and sacred items. The university has been using legal loopholes to
hold onto Warrior Girl and twelve other Anishinaabe ancestors’ remains, and Perry and
the Misfits won’t let it go on any longer.

Using all of their skills and resources, the Misfits realize a heist is the only way to bring
back the stolen artifacts and remains for good. But there is more to this repatriation than
meets the eye as more women disappear and Pauline’s perfectionism takes a turn for the
worse. As secrets and mysteries unfurl, Perry and the Misfits must fight to find a way to
make things right—for the ancestors and for their community.

 Warrior Girl Unearthed
By Angeline Boulley



Wren owes everything she has to her hometown, Hollow’s End, a centuries-old picture-
perfect slice of America. Tourists travel miles to marvel at its miracle crops, including the
shimmering, iridescent wheat of Wren’s family’s farm. At least, they did. Until five
months ago.

That’s when the Quicksilver blight first surfaced, poisoning the farms of Hollow’s End one
by one. It began by consuming the crops, thick silver sludge bleeding from the earth. Next
were the animals. Infected livestock and wild creatures staggered off into the woods by
day - only to return at night, their eyes fogged white, leering from the trees.

Then the blight came for the neighbors.

Wren is among the last locals standing, and the blight has finally come for her, too. Now
the only one she can turn to is her ex, Derek, the last person she wants to call. They
haven’t spoken in months, but Wren and Derek still have one thing in common: Hollow’s
End means everything to them. Only, there’s much they don’t know about their hometown
and its celebrated miracle crops. And they’re about to discover that miracles aren’t free.

Their ancestors have an awful lot to pay for, and Wren and Derek are the only ones left to
settle old debts.

What We Harvest
By Ann Fraistat


